Astronomy Syllabus
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Instructor: Robert Thornhill

Room: 2225 (Murphy Bldg.)

Email: rthornhill@wcpss.net
Online Resources:

· Class Website: www.thornhillscience.weebly.com.  Important class information and resources—including a calendar and copies of each day’s notes and assignments—will be posted here.  

· Text Message Reminders (through www.remind.com).  Throughout the semester I will be sending occasional text messages (no more than 2-3 per week) regarding upcoming quizzes, tests, and other class stuff.  To join, send a text message to 81010 containing the message __________________.  

Textbook: Fix, John D. 2004. Astronomy: Journey to the Cosmic Frontier, 3rd Edition.  Helpful (and free!) supplemental materials and study resources are available on the online learning center of the most recent edition of the textbook at www.mhhe.com/fix.  
Materials: (* = optional)

Binder



Paper



Pens/pencils

Scientific calculator 

Journal/notebook













Course Overview (note that this schedule is subject to modification during the semester):
	Unit
	Topic
	Chapters
	Days

	1
	Cycles of the Sky
	1, 2
	11

	2
	Ancient Astronomy
	3
	7

	3
	Renaissance Astronomy
	4
	8

	4
	Motion and Gravity
	5
	8

	5
	Light and Telescopes
	6
	6

	6
	Overview of the Solar System
	7, 14, 15
	6

	7
	The Moon
	9
	8

	8
	Stars
	16, 18
	6

	9
	Galaxies
	22, 23
	7

	10
	Cosmology and Astrobiology 
	25, 26
	8

	
	Review for Final Exam
	n/a
	4


Quarter Grades for this class will use a total points system.  Tests are usually 100 points each.  For all other assignments points will be awarded based on length and difficulty of the assignment.  Within each unit, the number of points from tests and all non-test assignments will be approximately equal; in other words, tests will count for approximately 50% of your quarter grade.  Your current class grade can be calculated any time using the formula: 

Your current grade = total points earned / total points possible x 100  

Semester Grades are calculated thus: 1st quarter grade = 40%, 2nd quarter grade = 40%, EOC grade = 20%

Viewing Grades: Grades can be viewed any time during the semester through HomeBase, a link to which appears on the school’s website, www.leesville.org. If you do not yet have access, have your parent request an access code by completing a form in the LRHS main office or by logging onto www.wcpss.net and searching under the “Parents” tab. 
Stellarium: Occasionally during the semester, you will be asked to use a software program called “Stellarium” to complete night-sky observations and small projects.  It is available on the computers in class, but you may download it for free personal computer use.  It is also available for a small fee ($2.99) as a smartphone app.
Classroom Procedures and Policies

1. If you are absent…

a. Go to the class website and review the day’s agenda.  If there are any notes or assignments posted for the day, please review and complete them.   

b. When you return, check your folder to see for any missed handouts or returned grades.

c. You (not me!) will need to schedule a time to make up tests, quizzes, or labs.  These assignments may be completed during Personalization Time, SMART lunch, or before/after school.  Missing assignments must be completed by the end of the subsequent unit.

2. Late work: 25% deduction per school day (which means you have a maximum of 3 days to turn in late work).  If an assignment has already been graded and returned to the class, you may not turn it in late unless you complete the assignment in the classroom during SMART lunch. 

3. Grade recovery for tests: Students who score < 70 on a test will be given the chance to improve their score up to a 70 by completing test corrections and/or grade recovery tests during Personalization Time or SMART lunch.

4. Food and drinks (these policies are subject to change at the teacher’s discretion) are permitted in class, except at lab stations. Drinks must be in closed-top containers; all others (e.g., cans) are prohibited.

5. School-wide policies: Listing all school-wide policies is both impractical and unnecessary here; however, a few are worth mentioning specifically:

a. Please review and abide by the school dress code and cell phone policy. 

b. Cheating and plagiarism: A student’s work should be his/her own.  If a student is caught cheating or plagiarizing (copying information from another source without attributing the information to that source) on an assignment, the student will be given a 0 regardless of the assignment.  Students will be provided with a make-up assignment for partial credit.  

Lab Safety 

1. All accidents should be reported to the teacher, no matter how minor.

2. Students should begin each lab by first reading all instructions.  Written and verbal instructions should be followed carefully.  Do not stray from the procedure unless directed by the teacher.

3. When directed by the teacher, proper protective equipment (e.g., safety goggles and gloves) should be worn at all times when working at the lab benches.

4. No food or beverage is permitted at lab stations.

5. Students should note the location of emergency equipment and know the proper fire drill procedure prior to performing lab activities.

6. Clothing and hair should be appropriate for lab.  Long hair should be tied back.  Necklaces, long sleeves, and any other clothing that may interfere with lab should be addressed prior to approaching the lab station. 

7. Cleanliness is important to lab safety.  After the lab is completed, all materials should be returned to their proper locations and waste disposed of.  If necessary, benches should be wiped clean.  Washing hands is always a good practice after a lab.

8. Chemicals are not to be tasted, directly touched (unless specifically directed to by the teacher), or inhaled.

9. Do not sit, lean, or lie on lab benches.  Horseplay will not be tolerated.
***I have read the syllabus and understand that students are responsible for knowing its contents.


      Student name (printed) ___________________________Student signature __________________________


      Parent name (printed) ____________________________Parent signature___________________________
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