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Academic Biology Syllabus
Instructor: Robert Thornhill

Room: 2225 (Murphy Bldg.)
Email: rthornhill@wcpss.net
Online Resources:

· Class Website: www.thornhillscience.weebly.com.  Important class information and resources—including a calendar and copies of each day’s notes and assignments—will be posted here.  

· Text Message Reminders (through www.remind.com).  Throughout the semester I will be sending occasional text messages (no more than 2-3 per week) regarding upcoming quizzes, tests, and other class stuff.  To join, send a text message to 81010 containing the message ___________________. 

Textbook: Textbooks will be used in class occasionally and will be available for students to check out as needed; however, students won’t be required to take books home.  An electronic copy of the textbook is available at http://glencoe.com/sites/common_assets/science/ose/.  User name: BDOLNC05.  Password: 30554c75.  (Note: Internet Explorer works best for viewing the book.)
Materials: (* = optional)
Binder 



Pens/pencils


Notebook paper

Notebook tabs/dividers*

Colored pencils* 
Course Overview (numbers correspond to units):

1st Quarter






2nd Quarter

1. Introduction to Science

a. Scientific method, graphing, etc.
2. Biochemistry

a. Organic biomolecules

3. Cells and organelles

a. Prokaryotic v. eukaryotic

b. Plant v. animal 
4. Cellular transport

a. Plasma membrane and osmosis

5. Bioenergetics

a. Photosynthesis and respiration

6. Mitosis and the cell cycle

a. Cell division, cancer

7. DNA, transcription, translation
a. Transcription, translation

8. Simple genetics
a. Mendel’s Laws

***MIDTERM (teacher-made)***

9. Complex genetics

a. Sex-linked traits, pedigrees, etc.

10. Biotechnology

a. DNA fingerprinting, cloning, etc.

11. Evolution

a. Early life, natural selection

12. Classification, Protists, Plants
a. Taxonomy and classification
b. Structure and classification of plants 
c. Structure and classification of protists
13. Human health

a. Bacteria and viruses and immunity

b. Nutrition
14. Animals

a. Annelids, insects, mammals

15. Ecology

a. Biotic interactions, energy transfer

***FINAL EXAM (state-made EOC)***
Quarter Grades for this class will use a total points system in which tests account for 50% of the total points.  (Each unit ends with a test that is worth 100 points; all other assignments throughout the unit sum to 100 points.  Thus 50% of your grade is from tests, and 50% is from other assignments.)  For non-test assignments, points will be awarded based on length and difficulty of the assignment.  In general, labs will be 20-40 points each while minor assessments will be 5-15 points each.  Your overall grade can be calculated any time with the formula: 
Your current grade = total points earned / total points possible x 100  

Semester Grades are calculated thus: 1st quarter grade = 40%, 2nd quarter grade = 40%, EOC grade = 20%
Viewing Grades: Grades can be viewed any time through HomeBase, which is linked on the school’s website, www.leesville.org. If you do not yet have access, have your parent request an access code by completing a form in the LRHS main office or by logging onto www.wcpss.net and searching under the “Parents” tab. 
Classroom Procedures and Policies

1. If you are absent…

a. Go to the class website and review the day’s agenda.  If there are any notes or assignments posted for the day, please review and complete them.   

b. When you return, check your folder to see for any missed handouts or returned grades.

c. You (not me!) will need to schedule a time to make up tests, quizzes, or labs.  These assignments may be completed during Personalization Time, SMART lunch, or before/after school.  Missing assignments must be completed by the end of the subsequent unit.

2. Late work: 25% deduction per school day (which means you have a maximum of 3 days to turn in late work).  If an assignment has already been graded and returned to the class, you may not turn it in late unless you complete the assignment in the classroom during SMART lunch. 

3. Grade recovery for tests: Students who score < 70 on a test will be given the chance to improve their score up to a 70 by completing test corrections and/or grade recovery tests during Personalization Time or SMART lunch.
4. Food and drinks (these policies are subject to change at the teacher’s discretion) are permitted in class, except at lab stations. Drinks must be in closed-top containers; all others (e.g., cans) are prohibited.

5. School-wide policies: Listing all school-wide policies is both impractical and unnecessary here; however, a few are worth mentioning specifically:

a. Please review and abide by the school dress code and cell phone policy. 

b. Cheating and plagiarism: A student’s work should be his/her own.  If a student is caught cheating or plagiarizing (copying information from another source without attributing the information to that source) on an assignment, the student will be given a 0 regardless of the assignment.  Students will be provided with a make-up assignment for partial credit.  

Lab Safety 

1. All accidents should be reported to the teacher, no matter how minor.

2. Students should begin each lab by first reading all instructions.  Written and verbal instructions should be followed carefully.  Do not stray from the procedure unless directed by the teacher.

3. When directed by the teacher, proper protective equipment (e.g., safety goggles and gloves) should be worn at all times when working at the lab benches.

4. No food or beverage is permitted at lab stations.

5. Students should note the location of emergency equipment and know the proper fire drill procedure prior to performing lab activities.

6. Clothing and hair should be appropriate for lab.  Long hair should be tied back.  Necklaces, long sleeves, and any other clothing that may interfere with lab should be addressed prior to approaching the lab station. 

7. Cleanliness is important to lab safety.  After the lab is completed, all materials should be returned to their proper locations and waste disposed of.  If necessary, benches should be wiped clean.  Washing hands is always a good practice after a lab.

8. Chemicals are not to be tasted, directly touched (unless specifically directed to by the teacher), or inhaled.

9. Do not sit, lean, or lie on lab benches.  Horseplay will not be tolerated.
Note on dissections: Dissection is one of many instructional methods that may be used in laboratory science courses.  We will likely do 1 or 2 dissections in this class.  Students/parents/guardians may request alternatives to dissection from the teacher.  Alternatives may include such materials as videos of dissections, virtual dissection simulations, models, charts, and diagrams to complete for full credit in lieu of participating in the classroom dissection activity.  If you wish not to take part in a dissection, please notify me at my email address above.
***I have read the syllabus and understand that students are responsible for knowing its contents.

      Student name (printed) ___________________________Student signature __________________________

      Parent name (printed) ____________________________Parent signature___________________________
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